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Figure 13 - The Potter Hill Dam in the March 2010 500 year Historic Flood (Flood Photographs Gallery, 2010)
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Figure 6 - The river conditions after dam failure at Potter Hill on Sunday March 1, 1903 (Commission of Dams and Reservoirs , 1904)
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Figure 9 - 1903 completed construction of Potter Hill Dam (Commission of Dams and Reservoirs , 1904)
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Dam on Pawcatuck River, Polter HilN, R. |

Figure 10 - Potter Hill Dam Postcard (Pre-1970)
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POTTER'S Il1LL DAM.

Figure 7 - 1903 construction of the Potter Hill Dam (Commission of Dams and Reservoirs , 1904)

39



Figure 36 - 1904 Spillway Drawing of Potter Hill Dam
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Figure 5 - Cross Section view west to east of the dam previous to 1903 (Commission of Dams and Reservoirs , 1904)
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POTTER HILL

Original Dam 1762

Failed in 1903
Rebuilt in 1907

Classified as “Low Risk”






WHITE ROCK DAM - VIDEO

http://www.nature.org/pho-
tos-and-video/video/time-
lapse-removal-of-white-rock-
damhest



WHITE ROCK DAM

Concrete structure
Removed 2015



BRADFORD MILL DAM

Existing Fish Ladder
Possibility for removal
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LOWER SHANNOCK FALLS DAM

Run-of-the-river dam
7-ft height (4-ft high structure on bedrock)
Removed dam in 2010



Final Design and Construction Sequence
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2007 Feasibility Study Alternatives Evaluation

Horseshoe Falls Dam Fish Passage

Fish Ladder At Left Abutment

Fortify and Replace

Sections of Existing
Abutment

‘4&* MILONE & MACBROOM, INC.




2007 Feasibility Study Alternatives Evaluation
Lower Shannock Falls Dam Removal and Fish Passage

Fish Ladder Through Right Raceway

A: FISH LADDERS / BYPASS CHANNEL

“, o g Install Denil Fish
% Ladder and Gate

Install Boulder
Diversion Wier

% MiLone st MACB
A ROOM, INC.




2007 Feasibility Study Alternatives Evaluation

Horseshoe Falls Dam-Fish Passage

Feasibility Study Alternatives

TABLE 5-1
Summary of Alternatives Considered

Upnper Shannock Horseshoe Falls Dam
H-2a High Gradient Riffles at Right Racewa

H-2b Fish Ladders at Racewa
H-3 Fish Ladder at Left Abutment
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HORSESHOE FALLS DAM

Masonry structure
Iconic - Most photographed site in R
Built Dinil Fish ladder and eel passage in 2012






KENYON MILL DAM

5-foot high timber crib stone and concrete dam
Concern over adjacent wells

Fire suppression safety needs for adjacent industry
Built Nature Like Fish Ladder in 2013
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PAWCATUCK RIVER WATERSHED

White Rock Dam

Bradford Dam

Horseshoe Dam

Kenyon Dam

Wordens Pond

Lower Shannock Falls Dam

Potter Hill Dam

White Rock Dam-
Removed

Bradford Mill Dam-
Fish Ladder

Lower Shannock Falls Dam-
Removed

Horseshoe Falls Dam-
Fish Ladder

Kenyon Mill Dam -
Nature Like Fishway



-E- l'ﬂ('l Ul"
' iz : ;‘ )
$e 12 32 s
J= i3 Ty P
. 'v .o (34 Wiy, - ) o
«43 e ¥ oy R
g d[ 2= -+ % ks @ c"‘b,‘_ 1."
Z = m . E wl v ﬁc
& \ T e, ¥ ¥
[ 4, °
» o “
X 3503 T %,
; e [ ! ;.__ L A ﬁg
‘ - - - 2 %\ -‘? ) 1
: =%} 3
(/ sl ..
| M
Qoo == A
o CPTETS S
. .: ‘?"1 Anens
’3‘0 ‘Re-‘:‘!:-’ .
g ‘S8
ok <
Eo’d . ;:i-'
3
% O 4
et

"f‘ﬁ,}. AN
%, ND -THE']

Prest

.Entered._amrding To .

.o o} t
“Although farmers were compensated when mills flooded their land, and fisherman could require
that dams be opened at specific times to allow fish to pass up and down stream, the needs of the
mill owners soon tool precedence over that of the farmers or fisherman” segar & saloman, 1980



Al e o el

During the 18th,19th and 20th century industrial revolution led to mills and dams being built
throughout the Pawcatuck watershed. The mills and villages began as gristmills, sawmills and then
transitioned to the manufacture of wool and cotton textiles. As a result of the dams, the spring

runs of fish began to fade.
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“Shannock falls - here the Narragansett Indians won a fierce battle against the Pequot Indians for
possession of the fishing falls. The battle was no doubt over the salmon which were plentiful in the
cleat, clean waters.” stoner



“Most of the sites described herein were not new to human habitation; long before English settle-
ment Indians camped along the rivers, attracted by the spring runs of fish and the hospitable mi-
cro-climate of the stream beds” segar & saloman, 1980
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Because of the Charlestown moraine, which was left behind by the last glacial retreat 10,000 years

ago, the Pawcatuck River runs from East to West instead of North to South.



PAWCATUCK RIVER
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